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









Your new set-up will help keep your materials clean! 
Keep reading for some best practices to help retain the value of your cardboard. 









x
x
x

We l c o m e  t o  s m a r t e r  re c yc l i n g !  We  w o r k  w i t h  yo u  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  o p t i m a l  s t a g i n g  

s e t - u p  fo r  yo u r  b u s i n e s s  a n d  e n s u re  yo u  h a ve  a l l  t h e  e q u i p m e n t  n e e d e d  t o  f i n e - t u n e

a  s u c c e s s f u l  re c yc l i n g  p ro g r a m .
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B E S T P R AC T I C E S  :
C A R D B OA R D  &  M I X E D  PA P E R  S TAG I N G  &  B U N D L I N G

No  w a x y c a rd b o a rd .

No  a t t a c h e d  m a t e r i a l s ,  l i ke  St y ro fo a m ,  fo i l ,  p l a s t i c

No  fo o d  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  ( fo o d / t r a s h /o t h e r ) .

C u t  u n u s u a l l y  s h a p e d  b oxe s  d o w n  t o  u n i fo r m  s i z e .

A b oxc u t t e r  i s  ve r y  u s e f u l  h e re .

B oxe s  m u s t  b e  f l a t t e n e d  a n d  s t a c ke d  l i ke  p a n c a ke s .

M i xe d  Pa p e r  s h o u l d  b e  i n  c l e a r  p l a s t i c  b a g s .

B E S T P R AC T I C E S  F O R  B OX  B R E A K D O W N  :

Take your box and turn i t  upside 
down. Run a box cutter a long 

the center bottom, s l ic ing 
through the packing tape.

Repeat this  under the 
two f laps on each end of 
the box,  freeing the tape 

at  the edges.

Pul l  a l l  four f laps straight 
up,  so that a l l  edges on 
either end move freely 

up and down.

Light ly push and twist  in 
unti l  the box col lapses on 
itself,  now f lattened and 

ready to be stacked!

I t  a l l  s t a r t s  w i t h  t h e  c a r t s  . . .  Yo u r  n e w s e t - u p  w i l l  h e l p  ke e p  yo u r  m a t e r i a l s  c l e a n !

Ke e p  re a d i n g  fo r  s o m e  b e s t  p r a c t i c e s  t o  h e l p  yo u  re t a i n  t h e  v a l u e  o f  yo u r  c a rd b o a rd .

B E F O R E W I T H  R OA D R U N N E R
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B re a k  d o w n  a n d  f l a t t e n  a l l  b oxe s

t o  o p t i m i z e  s i z e .
Eve n  a  s i n g l e  c o n t a m i n a t e d  b ox  c a n  s e n d  

a n  e n t i re  b a l e  t o  l a n d f i l l .

B U N D L E S ,  N OT B OX E S K E E P T H E  C A R D B OA R D  C L E A N



  YES 
PAPER:  Newspapers, 
magazines, junk mail,  
cereal, cracker and shoe 
boxes, catalogs, paper 
bags, egg cartons,  
envelopes, phone books, 
computer paper,  
construction paper and  
paperbacks 
CARDBOARD 
METAL:  Aluminum and tin 
cans, clean foil, small 
scrap metal 
 PLASTIC:  Containers
with recycling symbols #1 
- #7

NOTE:  Please do not put e-waste in 

trash or recycling containers including 
cell phones, computers and televisions. 

Recyclable Items 

NO
Plastic bags  
Styrofoam 
Batteries 
Energy efficient bulbs 
Fluorescent bulbs 
and tubes 
Liquids and food 
waste 
Food contaminated  
paper plates, cups, 
napkins, paper  
towels and tissues 
Plastic forks, spoons 
and straws 
Candy wrappers 

Newspapers, phone books,  
magazines, paper, egg cartons, 

junk mail, cereal boxes,  
construction paper, paperbacks 

Plastic containers with 
recycling symbols #1-7 

Clean cardboard 

Metal (Clean):  Aluminum cans, 
clean foil and  foil containers, tin 

cans, small scrap metal 



Los Materials Reciclables 

Los artículos que ahora se pueden reciclar incluyen: 

Aluminio: latas, papel y recipientes limpios 

Cartón corrugado 

Latas de pintura al látex vacías y secas 

Cartones de leche, soya y jugo 

Periódicos 

Papel: bolsas (todos los colores) catálogos, cartón 
fino(cajas de cereal y de zapatos), papel de  
computadora, cartulina, cajas para huevos, sobres, 
correo basura, revistas, guías telefónicas, papel 
blanco 

Plástico: botellas, botijas y frascos con los símbolos 
de reciclaje          a          

Aparatos electrodomésticos pequeños (tostadoras, 
      rizadores de cabello)* 

Chatarra pequeña 

Latas de hojalata y de acero 

* No incluye televisores, monitores de computadora ni
computadoras portátiles





U LT I M AT E  G U I D E  T O
O U R  C L E A N  S T R E A M
R E C YC L I N G  M E T H O D

W H O  I S  T H I S  F O R ?

A nyo n e  s e e k i n g  a  b e tt e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  h o w t h e  c u r re n t  w a s t e  i n d u s t r y  i s  

f a i l i n g ,  a n d  h o w o u r  c l e a n  s t re a m  m e t h o d  i s  h e l p i n g  b u s i n e s s e s  re c yc l e  m o re .
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S I N G L E  S T R E A M
v s .

C L E A N  S T R E A M
A  L O O K  I N S I D E  W H Y  S I N G L E  S T R E A M  R E C Y C L I N G  I S N ’ T  W O R K I N G

S i n g l e  s t re a m  re c yc l i n g  re fe r s  t o  t h e  s t a n d a rd  m e t h o d  o f  re c yc l i n g  i n  w h i c h  a l l  m a t e r i a l s  ( p a p e r,  

p l a s t i c s ,  m e t a l s ,  g l a s s  a n d  c a rd b o a rd )  a re  m i xe d  t o g e t h e r  i n  o n e  g a r b a g e  b a g  o r  o n e  d u m p s t e r .

I t  s e e m s  l i ke  t h e  e a s i e s t  m e t h o d . . .  b u t  w h a t  yo u  m i g h t  n o t  k n o w i s  t h a t  t h i s  m e t h o d  l e a d s  t o  l o w 

re c yc l i n g  r a t e s  a n d  h i g h e r  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o s t s ,  d u e  t o  i s s u e s  t h a t  a r i s e  a f t e r  yo u r  m a t e r i a l s  a re  p i c ke d  

u p  a n d  t a ke n  t o  re c yc l i n g  s o r t i n g  c e n t e r s .

We  b e l i e v e  i n  a  b e t t e r  w a y t o  r e c y c l e  m o r e ,  w h i l e  a l s o  s p e n d i n g  l e s s .  

L A R G E  P O R T I O N S
S T I L L  E N D  U P
I N  L A N D F I L L S

O N E  C O N TA I N E R
L E A D S  T O

C O N TA M I N AT I O N

Fro m  g re a s y  c a rd b o a rd  b oxe s  a n d  j a r s  w i t h  fo o d  
re s i d u e ,  t o  s h a rd s  o f  g l a s s  m i xe d  i n  w i t h  p a p e r,  
i t e m s  t h a t  m ay s e e m  re c yc l a b l e  c a n  a c t u a l l y
c o n t a m i n a t e  e n t i re  l o a d s  o f  v a l u a b l e  m a t e r i a l s .

B e c a u s e  o f  h e a v y  c o n t a m i n a t i o n ,  i n e f f i c i e n t  
s o r t i n g ,  a n d  c o n s u m e r  e r ro r ,  o n l y  2 0 %  o f  
re c yc l e d  m a t e r i a l s  a re  a c t u a l l y  re c yc l e d .

I T ’ S  
E X P E N S I V E

L a r g e ,  o u t d a t e d  h a u l i n g  t r u c k s ,  s o r t i n g  
c e n t e r s ,  s o r t i n g  m a c h i n e r y  a n d  i n e f f i c i e n t   
h a u l i n g  ro u t e s  a re  c o s t l y ,  a n d  re q u i re  l o t s  
o f  u p ke e p  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e .

FA C I L I T I E S
A R E
D W I N D L I N G

T h e  n a t i o n ’s  l a r g e s t  re c yc l e r s  s h u t t e re d  2 1 %  o f  
t h e i r  s i n g l e - s t re a m  re c yc l i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  l a s t  

t w o  ye a r s .  T h e re  a re  fe w e r  re c yc l i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  
t h a n  e ve r  t o  re c yc l e  c o l l e c t e d  m a t e r i a l s .

C L O S E D

P R O C E S S E S
A R E

O U T D AT E D

C i t y  re c yc l i n g  p ro g r a m s  a re  o f t e n  c o m b i n a t i o n s  o f  m a ny 
p ro g r a m s  i n t ro d u c e d  a t  d i f fe re n t  p e r i o d s  a c ro s s  d e c a d e s ,  
re s u l t i n g  i n  d i l u t e d ,  i n e f fe c t i ve  s y s t e m s .  C o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  
b u s i n e s s e s  d o n ’ t  k n o w t h e  c o r re c t  o r  c u r re n t  p ro c e s s e s .

S O ,  W H AT  A R E  T H E  I S S U E S  W I T H  S I N G L E  S T R E A M  R E C Y C L I N G ?



A  V I S U A L  G U I D E  T O  R O A D R U N N E R ’ S  M E T H O D

r e c y c l a b l e s  a r e  p i c ke d  u p  

f r o m  o u r  F l e e t H a u l  c a r t s .

a r e  p i c ke d  u p  f r o m  l a r g e  

d u m p s t e r s .  ( S o m e t i m e s  

o v e r f l o w i n g ,  s o m e t i m e s  

h a r d l y  f u l l . )

VA LU A B L E ,  P R E - S O RT E D

i s  c r e a t e d  w h e n  t h e  s a m e  

d r i v e r  a l s o  p i c k s  u p  f r o m  

n e a r b y  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s e s .

R O U T E  E F F I C I E N C Y

a t  t h e  n e a r e s t  r e c y c l i n g  c e n t e r .

O u r  p r o c e s s  e l i m i n a t e s  t h e  n e e d

f o r  s o r t i n g  c e n t e r s .

o f  y o u r  v a l u a b l e  m a t e r i a l s

a r e  e f f i c i e n t l y  r e c y c l e d  l o c a l l y ,

b e n e f i t i n g  y o u  a n d  y o u r  c o m m u n i t y.

M AT E R I A L S  A R E  D R O P P E D
O F F D I R E C T LY

99.9%

s t i l l  e n d  u p  i n  l a n d f i l l s ,  s o m e t i m e s  e v e n  r e s u l t i n g  i n  

p r o f i t  f o r  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  w a s t e  m a n a g e m e n t  c o m p a n i e s .

8 0 %  O F YO U R  R E C YC L A B L E S

M I X E D  M AT E R I A L S

a r e  t h e  n e x t  s t o p  f o r  y o u r  m i xe d  

m a t e r i a l s ;  t y p i c a l l y  o u t  o f  d a t e ,

e x p e n s i v e  t o  r u n ,  a n d  a  l o n g e r

d i s t a n c e  f r o m  y o u r  c i t y .

S O RT I N G  C E N T E R S

a r e  a c t u a l l y  r e c y c l e d  i n  t h i s  

p r o c e s s ,  d u e  t o  c o n t a m i n a t i o n

a n d /o r  i n e ffi c i e n t  s o r ti n g  

O N LY 2 0 %  O F YO U R  R E C YC L A B L E S

Ro a d Ru n n e r  s t a r t s  w i t h  l o c a l

h a u l e r s  w i t h  s c h e d u l e  g a p s ,  w h o  d r i v e

s m a l l e r ,  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t  v e h i c l e s .

Tr a d i t i o n a l  H a u l e r s  u s e  l a r g e ,

e x p e n s i v e  e q u i p m e n t  t h a t  a r e

e x p e n s i v e  t o  r u n  a n d  r e p a i r .

T H E  R O A D R U N N E R  W AY T H E  T R A D I T I O N A L  W AY

M I L E

3
0
1

M I L E

3
0
3M I L E

3
0
7

M I L E

3
1
1

M I L E

3
1
5

M I L E

3
3
0

M I L E

3
3
3

W H E N  W E  S AY  W E  R E C Y C L E ,
W E  M E A N  I T



R O A D R U N N E R ’ S
C L E A N  S T R E A M  S O L U T I O N

Re c yc l i n g  i s n ’ t  t r u l y  e f fe c t i ve  i f  yo u  j u s t  c o l l e c t  t h e  m a t e r i a l s ;

t h e  c o l l e c t e d  m a t e r i a l s  m u s t  b e  a b l e  t o  b e  m a d e  i n t o  v a l u a b l e  p ro d u c t s .  

To  i m p rove  re c yc l i n g  r a t e s ,  w e ’ ve  d e ve l o p e d  t h e

C L E A N  S T R E A M  R E C Y C L I N G  P R O C E S S ,

i n  w h i c h  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  s o r t e d  b y  s t r e a m :  C a r d b o a r d ,  C o m m i n g l e d

( G l a s s ,  A l u m i n u m ,  P l a s t i c ) ,  M i x e d  Pa p e r  a n d  C o m p o s t .

A l o n g  w i t h  o p t i m i z e d  e q u i p m e n t ,  o u r  h a u l i n g  p ro c e s s  i s  c o s t - e f fe c t i ve  

a n d  e f f i c i e n t ,  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  n e e d  fo r  h e a v y,  o u t - d a t e d  t r u c k s .

S o ,  w h i l e  s i n g l e  s t re a m  re c yc l i n g  m a y b e  t h e  m o s t  s i m p l e  p ro c e s s

fo r  t h e  c o n s u m e r,  c l e a n  s t re a m  re c yc l i n g  re s u l t s  i n  h i g h e r

re c yc l i n g  r a t e s  a n d  i n c re a s e d  s a v i n g s !

R E C Y C L E  S M A R T E R  W I T H  R O A D R U N N E R .
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C A R D B O A R D  R E C Y C L I N G

B R E A K  I T  D O W N AV O I D  C O N TA M I N AT I O N K E E P  I T  L O C A L E V E R Y O N E  S AV E S

R o a d R u n n e r  R e c y c l i n g ’ s  u n p a r a l l e d  c a r d b o a r d  r e c y c l i n g  s e r v i c e s  l o w e r

y o u r  r e c u r r i n g  c o s t s  a n d  m a s s i v e l y  i m p r o v e  r e c y c l i n g  r a t e s .

D e d i c a t e d  C u s t o m e r  S e r v i c e  a n d  A c c o u n t  M a n a g e r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

m a n a g e  y o u r  w a s t e  o p e r a t i o n s  f r o m  e n d - t o - e n d ,  s o  y o u  c a n  f o c u s  o n

w h a t ’ s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  y o u r  b u s i n e s s .

C A R D B O A R D  R E C Y C L I N G  T I P S  +  F A C T S :

w w w . r o a d r u n n e r w m . c o m    |     i n f o @ r o a d r u n n e r w m . c o m

D o n ’ t  p a y  fo r  s p a c e

t h e  a i r  o c c u p i e s .  B re a k  

d o w n  c a rd b o a rd  a n d  

a n d  u s e  yo u r  s p a c e  

m o re  e f f i c i e n t l y ,  t h u s  

l o w e r i n g   p i c k- u p  

f re q u e n c y  a n d  s a v i n g  

o n  re c u r r i n g  c o s t s .

C a rd b o a rd  c o n t a m i n a t e d  

w i t h  fo o d  w a s t e ,  o i l s ,

o r  w e t  s u r f a c e s  c a n  

c o n t a m i n a t e  t h e  e n t i re  

re c e p t a c l e ,  c o s t i n g  yo u  

m o n e y.

O u r  s e r v i c e s  o p e r a t e

i n  d e n s e  p o c ke t s  a n d

u t i l i z e  l o c a l  f l e e t - b a s e d

b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  re c yc l i n g

f a c i l i t i e s ,  s u p p o r t i n g

yo u r  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y .  

Wo r k i n g  w i t h  u s  m e a n s

s a v i n g  o n  re c u r r i n g  

c o s t s .  O n  a ve r a g e ,  o u r  

C a rd b o a rd  Re c y c l i n g  

c u s t o m e r s  s a ve

2 3 %  e ve r y  m o n t h !


